Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.1.
The Ni atom in the title compound, [NiCl 2 (C 12 H 10 N 2 O) 2 ]Á-C 3 H 6 O, adopts a distorted octahedral geometry, being ligated by four N atoms from two different phenyl 2-pyridyl ketone oxime ligands and two Cl atoms. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a chain structure along [010] . There is a -contact between the pyridine rings [centroid-centroid distance = 3.824 (5) Å ]. 
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Comment
Pyridine-2-carbaldehyde oxime ligands usually bind to metals in a bidentate fashion, either chelating one metal center or bridging two metals. Their complexes find application in diverse areas such as functional supramolecular design, magnetic materials and catalysis (Korpi et al., 2005; Pearse et al., 1989; Afrati et al., 2005; Stamatatos et al., 2006) . The title compound (Table 2 ). There is a π-π contact between the pyridine rings, and the distance of centroid to centroid is 3.824 (5) Å.
Experimental
A colourless solution of phenyl-2-pyridyl ketone oxime (0.197 g, 1.00 mmol) in acetone (10 ml) was slowly added to a slurry of LiOH.H 2 O (0.042 g, 1.00 mmol) in MeOH (5 ml); the hydroxide soon dissolved. The solution was then added to a slurry of NiCl2.6H2O (0.297 g, 1.00 mmol) in MeOH (10 ml) and the resulting green solution was stirred for 1 h at room temperature. A small quantity of undissolved material was removed by filtration. The filtrate was allowed to stand undisturbed in a closed flask for a period of 4-5 d. Dark cyan crystals appeared which were collected by filtration, washed with cold MeOH (1 ml) and ice-cold Et 2 O (2 ml), and dried in air [Yield: 52%].
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with O-H = 0.82 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O), C-H = 0.93 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and C-H = 0.96 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. The solvent molecule and H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement. H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H atoms, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xUeq(C), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and x = 1.2 for aromatic H atoms.
The highest peak is located 1.10 Å from atom Cl1. 
